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mincral activitios were grossly inadequate as a result of which there was a 

sorious lack of first-hand data on onomy mincral potontials and tho availability 

of forcign materials to mect the. tromendously inereascd domestic demand for 

minerals in tho defense and war progranse Procurement was delayed, and there 

wos a rush to obtain tho necded basic data with which such purchasing as well as 
preclusive buying and the "Good Neighbor" programs could be planned and cxocutcdee 
‘Staffs of technical experts wore quickly recruited in the various war agencies 
resfinsible for theso avtivitios and sent abroad to centors of production of 
strategic and critical minerals, The offort was oxtromoly costly and inefficicnt, 

an inescapable consequence of the lack of preparedness in this ficld. ; 


‘The governmentts permanont facilitics for obtaining ond analyzing foroign 
minoral information must be expanded not only to prevent a recurrence of the 
oxperionce of the past few years, but to meet the noeds for tho futuro. As 
applied to this budget item, and in particular to its rclationship to national 
security, tho modest incroase in funds rcauested is amply justified in House 
Roport Noe 2734 of December 17, 1946, on the system currently omployod in the 
colloction, evaluation and dissomination of intclligence affecting the war 
potential of the United States, proparcd by the Cormittce on Military Affairs, 
Houso of Ropresontativess. The United States is now and has been the most sclf- 
sufficiont nation of the world in minerals, yot it has always had important 
doficioncics. Monganese, chrowitc, tin, and nickel, for exampic, aro indis- 
pensabic to the industrial cconomy of this country and dovestic rodguironents 
for decades have been not principally by imports. Dependence of the United 
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-'Stotos on foreign sources for suoplics of many imoortant mincrals, including 
copper, lead, and zinc, will increase in the future. Consequcntly tn the years 
to come and varticularly in the roconversion veriod, mincrals will. occupy un 
oven moro significant place in international affairs than in the past. This 
and othor. factors such as the need for markets for those mincrels whieh we can 
produce for export, tho minoral policy considorations relating to netional do- 
fonse, conservation of domestic resources, tariff programs and future internation=- 
al coeperétion in solving problems of an cconomic charactor, all recuirc com- 
plete and current knowledge of mincral developmonts on 4 world-wide basis. ‘It 
is therefore imperative that the Bureau of Minest staff of intornstional minoral 
specialists bo. increased to analyze and interprot foroign mineral information 
for tho benefit of industry, the public, and tho agencios of the Federal Govern- 


mont responsible for the formulation of economic forcign-policy end notional " 
soouritye It is also imperative that this Governmmont maintain at certain 


-ombassics abroad teelmical observers competent to secure information thet wiil 
bo nocded in Washington, and to advise diplomatic officers on local probleus 
rclxting to mincralse tt is cspocially important that this oxpansiorl. be mado 
at this timc so that the imowledgo gained during the war at tromendeus costs may 
be rotained for the permanent bonefit of the Govyernnent and particularly to mot 
the needs of the noxt Pow yoarse 


The necd for an improved foroign reporting sorviee for minerels has been 
recognized for many yoars but not util 1935 was ony constructive action tation, 
In thet year one of tho oxperts of the Burcau of Mines was sent to Europe to | 
report on the mincral situation in that arene In 1939, with war imuinent, ne 
wos transferred to South Ascrica where he continucd his luves mslons of roreign 
minoral activiticse Shortly thervarter, Fore | lists wore 


nm Mineral Spocia 
assigned to the Enbassics at Rio de danciro, Puoaos Aires, Srntiago, Lina, La 
Paz, and Moxico Citye In July ye this Porcign iiaorel Service of tie Bureny 
of Mincs, with the approval of tho Budget Bursau, was transferrsd to the Dovert- 
ment of State where it was established as a il 


inorals Attache Service under the 

a war mcasure, This was follou- 
ed by an agreoment between tho Secretary of State and the Secrehary of the 
Interior under which the Buroou of “assumed rosponsibility for the re- 
cruitment of technically qualified versennel for the Forsien Service Auxiliary, 
the prevaration and revision of anstructions. for the guidance of such porsonnel, 
the appraisal on the basis of periodic program roports and otherwise of the 
sorvico of such personnel, the maintenance of adequate Piles and rocords pers 
taining to forcign mincral resoure 3 and such subjosts which wiil scorve as basic 
rofercnee material for tho commodity spcecinlists of the Bureau of Mincs ond for 
other intcrested govermncnt agoncies. Tho relationship of the Department of the 
Interior te the Minerals Attache Sorvics thus bceame the same as that of the 
Department of Agriculture to the Agriculture Attache Services, and the Depart: 
of Commerce to the Commoriesl Attache Service. Subsecuontly, the forsign minora 
staff of the tcmporary war agencics was gronsly expanded and tho Minorals Attache 
Sorvice remained ossentially in status quo,, With the torminetcon of war activities 
this temporary wartime arrangement wita tne Department of State has been super= 
sedod by Public Law 721, 79th Congress, offcetive November 15, 1946, which | 
authorizes the Socrctary of State to assign for special duty abroad for noncon- 
sccutive poriods not oxcecding four yeers and at the excense of tho opartmont 

of State, qualified oxnerts in other ageneiios of tho Government. Tho act requires 
the loaning agoney to reinsteto omployces on such. assignments following comoletion 
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To moet postwar needs a substantial expansion of the Mincrals Attache Survie, 
which now includes representatives only in Feru, Brazil, and the Union of South 
Africa, is planned. The Department of Stato has " requos toa the Bureau of Lincs to 
assume resvonsibility for mineral roporting spvoialists shat are 
olevon arcas of the world (Peru, Bolivia, Bri.zil, Mexico, 5 
of South Africa, Ghina, India, Eigland, Western Burops (Paris), ¢ 


Eureve (Borlin)), and may be pppoe ECs as Reserve Officers under Seetions Sec 
Tyee 
bores 


‘a 


5268 Part C, of Public Lew Fal:,. offeotive last Nov 


hhe type of factual informa- 


To give industry, the public, and the Governine 
tion ae analysis roguircd in the future, the Burcan of Mines proposes to onlarge 
jts‘staff of regional and international commodity spocialists to provide adocuate 
faoilitios for meoting the groatcr responsibilitics of the yoors ahoad. We cans 
not plan our international program and national dofonse without edocuate curront 
data and men qualified to interpret thom frou a background of first-hand oxpere 
jones. This professional staff must be provided with adequate statistical 
and clerical services and travel funds so that it may be fully informed at ail Loe 
times. The incroasesro¢ | 


uésted for Fiscal year 1948 is designed to initiate the* 

“broad program outlined above and to provide a _ of the neccssary technical 
staff needed to discharges properly. the new duties and even waren placed 
upon the Bureau of Mincs by Public Law 520, 79th onayess: approved July 23, 
1b. This act authorizes the Scerctary of Interior and the Seeretarics of 
Wer and the Navy to determine the ‘quantity and quality of the materials to be 
stockpiled. To carry out this function the Burcau of Mines must be prepared: 
to providé comprchensive data on forcign minerals for the use of this committocy 
the Army and Novy Munitions Board, ond the oe agencios, Current informa- 
tion on the availability of forsign minerals of acceptable grade for stockoiling 
must bo collectod and prepared for consideration in administering the stockpile 
progreme All of the usual problems of forcign procurement arc invelvcd and the 
progran Grreere fran the wartime work only in the matter of timing. The esti- 


\ 


mated cost of initiating the improved service on an arnual basis is shown ocioWwe 
Subst anbial inercases in this appropriction w necded in future yoars to 


completes fully the above prograiite . 


2 Forcign Mineral specialists 102: wave 2Oe 
1 Forcign mineral specialist OF ceases 5,905 
% International commodity spe “eecceens Cl, WE 
1 International commodity spe sevescees 5,905 
1 Economic analyst, CAF=7 a at § Pea oreveregcseseoverasese 36397 
1 Statistical elerk, CAF=$5 at! iD, ais cubecccaccetscegersvenasy 2,615 

’ 5 Clerls ’ CAR-l, at 82, 39h. cone bobbeesereeerseseeeceusesvenss 11,970 
5 Clorks ,: CAR=4 at hey 168 Cov ease eee enero core eae e eee rewnaecs 10,ah,0 
8 


Clerks, CAF=£2 at Oly on COMO COC OORT O RHEE EEO LEHEMED ENT ONIDE 15,632 


‘ 
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Total permanent, dopartmontal Pe ececeenceneeerebeceee, 
ose itapecd salaries CSS RTHSOH HEHEHE HO REH ORE SHEER EESO OL 


BIL, OL, 


Wevvevesevoes: 18, 359 
ss ea tenn 
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Ol Pavwonad Services ; (nct) Sina ag ine Mee eg veoee veto sucoencueeewep ents 
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OTHER OPLIGATIONS 


02 Travel Serre eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee ee re eee 000 
Oh, Communications a Since nla leia.8:0 seis 6681s 0°s.6 Wie owed Shree oobi e Rea aa ek » 500 
08 Supplics end materials PTET eT eee EE LER TT ee ree 1,055 
09 EqQuipwiont. cocssnccccrccesecsessseeesserceeceesesessnsene 1,000 


Total other ovligetions TOPE e rere re ee ee rer ee re eee te 6,555 
Total inercass COR e ere oe eee nsec ees res reer eeesreseeoneesescseese 30) 9 O00 
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